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Application No. 10/501,056 
Paper Dated: October 12, 2005 
Attorney Docket No. 3988-044634 

This application is the national phase of the International Application No. 
PCT/EP03/00429, which was filed on January 17, 2003 and claims priority to German 
Application No. 102 02 072.8, filed on January 18, 2002. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,506,011, German Patent No. 4445193, European Patent 
Application No. 1059162, and Swiss Patent Application No. 669561 were cited in a German 
Office Action, issued on August 27, 2002 in the corresponding German Application No. 102 02 
072.8. A copy of the German Office Action is enclosed herewith. 

All of the other references listed on Form PTO/SB/08A were cited in the 
International Search Report (ISR), dated November 17, 2003, or in the International Preliminary 
Examination Report (IPER), dated July 8, 2004 in the underlying PCT Application and are 
relevant for the reasons given therein. Copies of the ISR and IPER are enclosed herewith. 

An English language abstract is provided for each of the Japanese and German 
references. U.K. Patent Application No. 2 1 68925 is an English language equivalent to the Swiss 
Patent Application No. 669561 that was cited in the German Office Action. 

Since this Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted before the mailing 

date of a first Office Action on the merits, it is timely under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b)(3) and no fee is 

required. The Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks is hereby authorized to charge any 

additional fees which may be required to Deposit Account No. 23-0650. One (1) original and 

two (2) copies of this Information Disclosure Statement are enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THE WEBB LAW FIRM , 
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Registration No. 56,236 
Agent for Applicants 
700 Koppers Building 
436 Seventh Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
Telephone: (412)471-8815 
Facsimile: (412)471-4094 
E-mail: webblaw@webblaw.com 
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